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Cloud computing is  
more than a 

computer in the 
Cloud



Mainframe PC

Client-server

Internet

ASP

Cloud Computing

http://www.crunchbase.com/company/amazon
http://www.crunchbase.com/product/google-app-engine
http://www.crunchbase.com/company/salesforce


The cloud is the metaphor for the internet

Dynamically scalable virtual infrastructure and services

Grid

Web2.0



Grid
Distributed computing

Cluster of networked, loosely coupled 
computers acting in concert to 
perform very large tasks

Cloud computing is not just .....

Mathematical ly intensive 
applications ςweather forecasting, 
engineering, biotech 



Hosting infrastructure

Packaging of computing resources as a 
metered service

Cloud computing is not just .....

Web hosting, enterprise DR



Application Hosting

Shared instance of application or 
software service

Cloud computing is not just .....



Grid
Web2.0

Cloud computing has elements of all these ..... 
And more

Automatically scalable resources

Platform services

Cloud middleware

Virtual desktop



Utility Computing
Platform as a 

Service (PaaS)

Cloud-based 

User Applications

Source:¢ƛƳ hΩwŜƛƭƭȅ

A possible definition of cloud computing

http://www.crunchbase.com/service-provider/rackspace
http://www.crunchbase.com/company/amazon
http://www.crunchbase.com/product/google-app-engine
http://www.crunchbase.com/company/flickr
http://www.crunchbase.com/company/salesforce


A services cloud computing platform



Characteristics of a cloud application ....

Failure resistant

Not too security critical

Scalable horizontally

Not heavily inter-connect intensive

Inherently aware of cloud infrastructure



Examples of types of cloud applications ....

Processing Pipelines

Batch Processing

Websites

Files Images
Videos Indexing

Data mining

Back office Reports
Code builds Testing

Web Applications
Temp websites
Seasonal websites




