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The Interoperability Challenge

Standards Í Interoperability

ODF 1.1



OPEN STANDARDS

Microsoftôs participation in

the ongoing maintenance of

document format standards



Office Open XML

Goals (from page 1 of ISO/IEC 29500-1):

Å ñto be capable of faithfully representing the preexisting corpus of 

word-processing documents, spreadsheets and presentations 

that had been produced by the Microsoft Office applicationsò

Å ñto facilitate extensibility and interoperability by enabling 

implementations by multiple vendors and on multiple platformsò

ï2005: Office Open XML submitted to Ecma by Microsoft

ï2006: published by Ecma International as ECMA-376

ï2007: DIS29500 standards process begins

ï2008: published by ISO/IEC as IS29500

ï2009: maintenance work begins in WG4 of SC34

ï2010: first revision published?



ODF: Microsoftôs Participation

May 2008 

ODF 1.1 
support for 
Office 2007 
SP2 announced

June 2008 

Joined OASIS 
ODF TC

Fall 2008

Joined ODF 
v.Next SC

Joined OIC TC

Wordpad ODF 
support 
announced for 
Windows 7

December 
2008

Submitted 15 
proposals to 
ODF TC for 
changes to 
improve  ODF 
interoperability



Microsoft ODF Proposals

Å Additional numbering formats

Å Date axis on charts

Å Data-label-series attributes

Å Data-pilot-group attributes

Å Drawing objects in charts

Å Draw:z-index semantics

Å Hidden drawing objects

Å Non-rectangular placeholders

Å Number:reserve-space element

Å Ref-link for ref marks

Å repeatCount values

Å Table grid size element

Å Table:cell-range attribute

Å Table:target-cell-address attribute

Å X-axis direction error indicator

All of Microsoftôs proposals are 

intended to increase 

interoperability: between ODF 

implementations, or between 

ODF and Open XML.



OIC TC
ODF Interoperability and Conformance



TRANSPARENCY

Enabling high-quality interoperability

and the best possible user experience.

ñMicrosoft will publish information about its support for standards on its 

website, including the specifics of standards extensions, without requiring the 

developer to obtain a license, or to pay a royalty or other fee, to access such 

information.ò

- Microsoft Interoperability Principles


